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THE  ALBERT  SCHWEITZER  FELLOWSHIP 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


Visible  evidences  are  to  be  seen  in  different  parts  of 
the  world  of  the  influence  of  Albert  Schweitzer’s  philos- 
ophy, and  of  his  quiet,  modest,  life-long  efforts  himself 
to  carry  out  that  philosophy  in  daily  action. 

It  is  a philosophy  which,  in  its  simple  Christian 
directness,  can  be  carried  out  in  any  circumstances,  how- 
ever modest,  by  any  person  who  wishes  — a reverence 
for  life  beginning  with  one’s  own  life  and  what  that  life 
can  be  and  do  and  mean  for  itself  and  for  all  other  life. 
The  powers  of  life,  under  God,  are  indeed  limitless,  are 
everlasting. 

Addison  Vestal  tells  simply  herein  the  story  thus 
far  seen  of  the  influence  of  Albert  Schweitzer’s  philosophy 
and  life  upon  Larimer  and  Gwen  Mellon,  and  of  what, 
for  the  last  seven  years,  they  have  been  preparing  them- 
selves to  do  with  their  own  lives  in  quiet  service  for  the 
lives  of  others. 

On  the  initiative  of  the  Albert  Schweitzer  Fellow- 
ship and  with  the  aid  of  The  Grant  Foundation  (a  Penn- 
sylvania Corporation)  this  address  is  now  printed  for  such 
distribution  as  those  interested  in  Dr.  Schweitzer’s  philos- 
ophy and  work  may  desire. 


THE  ALBERT  SCHWEITZER  FELLOWSHIP 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


Tke  Stature  of  a Man 


Today,  1 want  to  tell  you  a story.  It  is  a story  of  giving  and 
sharing.  In  the  past  two  years,  you  have  heard  Dr.  Parks  (*)  refer 
to  the  life  and  works  of  Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer  on  numerous  occa.- 
sions.  We  know,  of  course,  that  Dr.  Schweitzer  is  now  80  years  of 
age;  that  he  was  awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  for  1952,  which  amounted 
in  money  to  about  $35,000.00  and  that  he  dedicated  the  entire  sum 
to  his  hospital  at  Lambarene,  French  Equatorial  Africa.  We  also 
know  that  the  people  of  Norway  set  out  to  match  this  sum,  dedi- 
cated to  Dr.  Schweitzer’s  use.  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  it. 
Dr.  Schweitzer  is  one  of  the  great  men  living  in  the  world  today. 

Prior  to  November  1947,  only  seven  years  ago,  I had  never 
heard  of  Dr.  Schweitzer  and  1 doubt  if  many  of  you  had  either. 
At  that  time,  though,  the  editors  of  LIFE  Magazine  published  a 
picture  story  of  him  and  his  hospital  in  the  African  jungle.  It  was 
a simple,  factual  story,  showing  something  of  the  work  of  this  man 
and  his  associates  in  Africa.  It  spoke  of  him  as  a philosopher, 
theologian,  musician,  physician,  and  scholar.  I read  the  story  and 
so  did  several  million  other  people,  I suppose.  I thought  it  was  a 
wonderful  story.  1 probably  wondered  why  a man  of  his  age,  who 
was  already  a world  figure  in  music  before  he  became  a missionary, 
would  give  it  up  and  start  a hospital  in  Africa.  With  that  mental 
notation,  1 passed  on  to  something  else. 

A Man  of  Decision 

There  was  another  man  who  read  the  story,  though,  who  did 
not  pass  on  to  something  else.  He  stopped  dead  in  his  tracks.  He 
was  gripped  by  the  story.  He  thought  it  over  and  decided  to  do 
something  about  it.  His  name  is  William  Larimer  Mellon,  Jr.  He 

(*)  Dr.  E.  L.  Parks,  Minister  of  the  Ingomar  Community  Methodist  Church, 
Ingomar,  Pa.,  was  on  a preaching  mission  in  Cuba,  as  a part  of  the  International 
Missionary  Crusade,  on  February  20,  1955,  and  Mr.  Vestal  delivered  this  address 
at  both  the  9 o’clock  and  1 1 o’clock  services. 


was  37  years  of  age  at  the  time  and  lived  on  a ranch  in  Arizona. 
It  was  a pretty  good  sized  ranch  and  everyone  connected  with  it 
was  working  hard,  trying  to  build  up  the  quality  of  the  cattle  and 
make  it  an  efficient  operation.  I had  been  connected  with  the 
management  of  the  ranch  while  he  was  overseas  during  the  War. 
All  of  a sudden,  1 received  word  from  him  that  he  was  going  to 
sell  the  ranch  and  move  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  to  enter  Tulane 
University  as  a pre-medical  student.  He  did  just  that! 

He  started  to  work  immediately.  It  was  difficult  for  him.  He 
had  left  Princeton  University  after  his  freshman  year  to  work  for 
the  Mellon  National  Bank  and  later  the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation  be- 
fore entering  the  ranching  business  in  1937. 

His  wife  was  just  as  interested.  She  sought  no  medical  degree, 
but  worked  just  as  hard  studying  nursing  and  laboratory  technique, 
hospital  organization  and  hospital  administration.  Their  four  chil- 
dren continued  their  education,  but  I am  sure  they  worked  a little 
harder  as  a result  of  their  parental  example. 

In  Quest  of  an  Opportunity 

During  the  summers,  he  and  his  family  traveled  to  South  Amer- 
ica, Africa,  and  Haiti,  where  he  studied  tropical  diseases.  During 
their  trip  to  Haiti,  he  and  his  wife  were  impressed  with  the  oppor- 
tunity to  be  of  service  to  humanity  and  with  the  need  for  a modest 
but  adequate  hospital  for  both  clinical  and  teaching  work  with 
emphasis  on  community  health  and  preventive  medicine.  The  loca- 
tion was  the  Artibonite  Valley.  In  the  entire  valley,  with  a half 
million  population,  or  more,  there  was  only  one  small  hospital. 
Malaria  and  tuberculosis  took  a heavy  toll  of  the  people  who  lived 
in  that  valley.  Here  was  the  place  they  had  been  looking  for.  They 
decided  to  build  a hospital  and  devote  their  lives  to  helping  these 
people.  It  would  be  a Christian-spirited  institution  with  the  bless- 
ings and  cooperation  of  the  Republic  of  Haiti.  It  would  be  destined 
for  eventual  absorption  by  the  local  community,  but  in  the  mean- 
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time,  it  would  be  privately  built,  privately  endowed,  and  privately 
operated. 

The  plan  was  approved  by  Haiti's  President,  Paul  Magloire, 
and  the  proper  governmental  agencies.  Plans  were  drawn  up,  funds 
were  provided  (at  least  in  part),  and  construction  was  started.  By 
1956,  it  is  hoped  that  the  hospital  will  be  in  full  operation.  Haitian 
nurses,  trained  in  the  United  States  at  the  expense  of  The  Grant 
Foundation,  will  be  ready  to  assume  their  responsibilities  by 
that  time. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  the  cornerstone-laying  ceremony 
on  December  11th,  1954,  at  Deschapelles,  Artibonite  River 
Valley,  Haiti,  and  to  hear  the  hospital  christened  “HOpital  Albert 
Schweitzer.”  Every  speech  that  was  made  and  every  official  word 
that  was  spoken  was  in  French.  1 don't  know  any  French,  so  1 
mixed  things  up  good  by  using  my  Texas  accent. 

Dr.  Schweitzer  could  not  be  present  at  the  ceremony,  but 
sent  the  following  message,  and  I quote  in  translation  from  the 
French:  “Let  me  tell  you  how  touched  1 am  that  your  hospital 
carries  my  name.  1 am  truly  moved,  more  than  1 can  tell  you,  at 
this  expression  of  understanding.  1 send  you  my  best  wishes  for 
your  opening.  The  beginnings  are  always  difficult.  But  you  are 
courageous.” 

’'Tke  Miracle  of  tke  Fresk  Openetl  Mind’' 

Dr.  Emory  Ross,  Treasurer  of  the  Albert  Schweitzer  Fellow- 
ship, New  York,  and  one  of  the  five  trustees  of  The  Grant  Founda- 
tion which  is  building  the  hospital,  delivered  the  dedicatory  address. 
The  last  two  paragraphs  of  his  address  seem  to  me  to  state  very 
forcefully  the  Christian  spirit  that  underlies  the  project.  He  stated 
it  this  way:  “In  all  this,  there  is  a miracle,  nothing  less.  But  it  is 
a miracle  of  a nature  which  all  may  share,  indeed  which  all  may 
perform,  with  their  Lord.  There  will  be  no  workman,  no  patient, 
no  doctor,  no  nurse,  no  friend  of  this  beginning  work  but  who  can 
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in  his  own  life  perform  the  miracle  of  the  fresh  opened  mind,  of 
the  lifted  spirit,  of  the  re-directed  life,  of  serving  better  both  one's 
self  and  others,  the  miracle  of  love,  of  Christian  love,  in  the  service 
of  mankind.” 

He  continued  by  saying;  "He  who  gives,  receives  bountifully. 
Pressed  down  and  running  over  is  his  portion.  The  changed,  goodly 
life  is  the  never  ending  miracle,  the  all  powerful  miracle.  For  in  it 
God  multiplies  portions  of  His  own  divine  power.” 

There  you  have  the  factual  background,  very  briefly. 

Now,  at  this  point,  I would  like  to  raise  a few  questions  about 
the  hospital  that  people  have  asked  me  repeatedly  — and  then 
answer  them.  These  are  not  the  only  questions  that  have  been 
asked  — far  from  it  — but  I believe  they  are  asked  most  frequently. 
They  are  as  follows: 


Questions  and  Answers 

Question  i — How  big  will  the  hospital  be? 

Answer:  Approximately  50  beds. 

Question  2 — What  will  it  cost? 

Answer:  Approximately  $1,000,000.00. 

Question  3 — 7s  it  to  be  underwritten  by  the  Republic  of  Haiti? 

Answer:  It  is  not.  It  is  being  built  by  The  Grant  Foundation  of 
Pittsburgh,  a non-profit  corporation  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  W.  L. 
Mellon,  Jr.,  is  President  of  The  Foundation.  The  Republic 
of  Haiti  provided  the  land  on  which  the  hospital  is  being 
built  and  granted  tax  exemption  on  materials,  equipment 
and  supplies  that  will  be  used  in  the  erection  and  operation 
of  the  hospital. 

Question  4 — Will  it  be  self-supporting? 

Answer:  I am  afraid  not.  We  estimate  that  it  will  cost  The  Grant 
Foundation  between  $150,000.00  and  $200,000.00  a year 
to  operate  it. 


6 


Question  5 — 7iow  did  J get  mixed  up  in  it? 

Answer:  I am  secretary-treasurer  and  a director  of  The  Founda- 
tion. My  main  function  is  to  help  provide  funds  for  use 
by  The  Grant  Foundation  as  economically  as  possible  — 
after  taxes. 

Question  6 — Jlre  Dr.  and  !Mrs.  ‘Mellon  really  serious  about  going 
to  Tiaiti  to  live  and  devote  their  lives  to  this  work? 

Answer:  They  certainly  are.  I would  like  to  give  you  the  answer 
to  that  question  in  Dr.  Mellon's  own  words.  In  closing 
his  dedicatory  address  on  December  11,  1954,  after  out- 
lining the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  hospital,  he  said,  and 
I quote:  “To  this  task  my  wife  and  I humbly  dedicate 
ourselves.  May  the  spark  of  ‘reverence  for  life'  which  came 
to  us  from  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  (meaning  Dr. 
Schweitzer,  of  course)  continue,  to  burn  until  it  has  con- 
sumed us  with  the  real  and  deep  concern  for  every  living 
creature  that  suffers." 

Question  l — M/hat  will  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mellon  get  out  of  it? 

Answer:  The  answer  to  that  question  is  something  that  one  will 
either  understand  thoroughly  or  he  will  not  understand  it 
at  afl.  The  answer  is  an  inner  peace  — a peace  in  their 
hearts.  I suppose,  when  you  come  right  down  to  it,  that 
one  of  the  most  comforting  things  on  this  earth  is  that 
inner  peace  that  I just  spoke  of  — the  peace  that  one  feels 
in  his  heart.  I remember  when  1 was  a student  at  Baylor 
University  we  had  one  of  the  old  grads  return  to  the  campus 
to  address  us  at  one  of  our  regular  chapel  exercises.  1 do 
not  remember  his  name  now,  but  I do  remember  his  mes- 
sage. He  was  a man  who  had  made  a lot  of  money  in 
drilling  for  oil  and  then  had  lost  it  all,  and  had  gone  hope- 
lessly into  debt,  trying  to  recover  his  losses.  The  President 
asked  him  to  tell  us  what,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  greatest 
objective  a man  could  have  in  life.  He  said,  “That's  easy. 
It  is  peace  in  one's  heart.  If  one  can  have  peace  in  his  heart, 
that  is  the  thing  that  really  matters  when  all  else  is  gone." 

Question  8 — Why  did  Mr.  Mellon  insist  on  going  through  medical 
school?  ‘Why  couldn't  he  be  responsible  for  the  hospital 
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and  hire  some  outstanding  doctors?  He  will  have  to  do 
that  anyway  before  it  is  over.  He  cannot  personally  treat 
everyone  who  comes  to  the  hospital. 

Answer : My  answer  to  that  question  is  this : When  we  are  gripped 
deep  in  our  hearts,  with  the  idea  of  doing  something  to 
help  others,  we  do  not  think  in  terms  of  short  cuts.  When 
Dr.  Mellon  stated  in  his  dedicatory  address  on  December 
11,  1954,  “To  this  purpose  my  wife  and  1 dedicate  our- 
selves,” I am  sure  that  he  and  his  wife  had  not  been  think- 
ing in  terms  of  short-cuts.  At  this  point,  I would  like  to 
add,  with  all  the  emphasis  that  I have  at  my  command,  that 
I feel  the  same  way  about  it.  1 am  not  looking  for  any 
short-cuts  either. 

Question  9 — 'Mr.  Vestal,  you  are  an  experienced  tax  man,  you 
are  trained  in  investments.  7 assume  that  you  are  a practi- 
cal-minded businessman.  What  do  you  think  of  this  project 
as  a practical  matter? 

Answer:  First,  let  me  say  this.  1 hope  that  I am  experienced  enough 
to  do  a good  job  of  this  assignment.  1 hope  I have  the 
necessary  experience,  the  technical  knowledge,  the  patience, 
and  the  determination  to  do  this  job  the  way  I think  it 
should  be  done  — but  that  isn't  the  point.  If  that  is  all 
there  is  to  this  project,  we  ought  to  drop  it  right  now.  Of 
course,  a knowledge  of  economics,  banking,  accounting  and 
Federal  income  taxation  are  all  helpful  tools  in  working 
out  the  details  of  this  project.  So  are  engineering,  archi- 
tecture, medicine,  ranching,  dairy  farming,  and  a lot  of 
other  things.  But  they  aren’t  very  helpful  when  it  comes  to 
evaluating  the  possibilities  of  success  of  an  idea  such  as 
this  one.  The  only  place  you  will  find  the  answer  to  that 
question  is  in  your  Bible.  It  is  a matter  of  faith.  At  Mark 
9:23,  the  Lord  promised  us  that  “All  things  are  possible 
to  him  that  believeth.”  Nothing  could  be  more  clearly 
stated  than  that.  In  other  words,  we  must  have  faith.  Faith 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  forces  in  all  the  world.  We  do 
not  simply  believe  in  ourselves.  We  have  faith  in  God  and 
He  gives  us  power  over  ourselves  and  our  problems.  When 
you  come  right  down  to  it,  we  do  not  change  our  lives 
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very  much  by  our  own  efforts.  A good  environment  and  a 
good  education  may  help  us  to  become  more  respectable 
citizens,  and  vice  versa,  but  the  point  I am  trying  to  make 
is  that  the  really  basic  and  lasting  changes  that  take  place 
in  our  lives  are  brought  about  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  He 
tells  us  that  He  can  do  wonderful  things  for  us  if  we  have 
faith  in  Him,  and  we  know  that  He  can  do  and  does  do 
what  He  promises.  We  must  also  have  the  humility  to 
realize  that  we  can’t  do  everything  ourselves,  and  have 
faith  enough  to  realize  that  the  Lord  will  help  us  when 
we  need  help. 

Question  to — Jhis  seems  like  a tremendous  undertaking.  Isn’t 
there  a chance  that  the  delays  and  disappointments  and 
hardships  and  the  threat  of  tropical  disease  may  dampen 
the  enthusiasm  of  these  people  and  those  associated  with 
them  in  a few  years? 

Answer:  I don’t  think  so.  Again,  the  Bible  gives  us  an  answer  to 
that  question  that  is  good  enough  for  me.  At  Luke  10:19, 
God  tells  us  “Behold,  I give  you  power  to  tread  on  serpents 
and  scorpions  and  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy  and 
nothing  shall  by  any  means  hurt  you.”  Of  course,  that  is 
stated  in  the  picturesque  language  of  the  Bible,  but  the 
message  is  clear.  Power  over  serpents  and  scorpions  — 
that  is,  power  over  such  things  as  fear  and  selfishness  and 
indecision. 

That  does  not  mean  that  we  will  not  suffer  difficulties 
and  disappointments  and  possibly  sickness.  It  does  not 
mean  that  we  will  not  encounter  a lot  of  day-to-day  prob- 
lems, because  we  will.  We  are  already  encountering  them 
and  have  been  for  some  time.  Those  things  come  to  all  of 
us  and  they  are  not  to  be  minimized.  You  can  be  sure, 
though,  that  with  this  power  which  God  has  promised  us, 
nothing  will  ever  ruin  us.  No  disappointment,  no  difficulty, 
no  opposition  will  ever  defeat  us.  Time  and  time  again,  I 
have  been  faced  with  a problem  and  at  first  glance  have  felt 
that  there  never  was  a problem  like  it.  Everyone  has  experi- 
enced that  feeling.  It  often  carries  with  it  the  feeling  that 
whatever  decision  one  makes  is  going  to  be  wrong.  But 
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then,  when  I finally  get  myself  collected  and  get  down  to 
business  and  think,  it  begins  to  clear  up.  It  is  then  that  you 
realize  that  no  one  ever  has  a problem  that  cannot  be 
solved.  God  doesn't  give  us  problems  that  we  can’t  solve. 
The  only  question  is  whether  we  are  big  enough  to  face 
them  squarely  and  with  a firm  belief  that  we  can  do  the 
job.  We  all  have  a tendency  to  become  neurotic  on  occa- 
sions and  want  to  lean  on  someone  else  when  we  can.  When 
we  are  finally  forced  to  settle  down,  though,  and  face  our 
problems  squarely  we  find  that  we  can  solve  them.  Just 
don’t  get  excited  and  panicky  about  them.  Take  things  in 
stride.  Put  the  matter  in  God’s  hands  and  practice  calmness 
and  in  His  own  good  time.  He  will  give  you  the  help  you 
need.  Don’t  think  for  one  minute  that  I don’t  need  that 
thought  with  me  up  here  this  morning.  If  you  think  that 
you  don’t  need  a little  help  in  a situation  like  1 am  in  right 
now,  you  ought  to  try  it  some  time. 

And  now,  if  1 may,  1 would  like  to  add  just  one  personal 
reaction  to  all  this.  It  is  this:  God  gives  all  of  us  a job  to  do.  The 
question  is : Are  we  willing  to  meet  the  challenge  head  on  and  see 
to  it  that  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  interferes  with  our  getting 
that  job  done?  It  may  take  a long  time  to  discover  the  exact  nature 
of  the  job,  and  the  job  itself  may  come  as  a terrific  surprise  to  us, 
but  that  isn’t  the  point.  The  point  is  this:  Are  we  willing  to  settle 
down  and  get  that  job  done? 

In  our  own  church,  for  instance,  we  get  requests  for  World 
Service.  Most  of  us  don’t  know  much  about  it.  We  do  not  think 
we  know  what  is  going  on,  and  it  all  sounds  so  far  away.  I feel 
sure,  however,  that  if  each  one  of  us  could  become  well  informed 
on  just  one  project,  such  as  this  one  — and  I repeat,  just  one 
project  — 1 am  sure  that  a miracle  would  be  performed  in  our 
hearts  and  in  our  thinking.  The  story  that  1 have  told  you  today 
shows  what  can  happen  when  one  acts  on  his  own  faith  and  his 
own  convictions.  Entirely  too  often,  we  ask  ourselves,  “What  can 
religion  do  for  me?’’  Well,  it  can  do  plenty  — but  that  is  another 
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story.  The  point  that  I am  making  here  is  that  a far  better  approach 
would  be,  “What  can  1 do  for  someone  else?  What  can  I do  to 
extend  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  to  a needy  and  troubled  world?” 

I think  the  answer  to  that  question  boils  down  to  our  own 
personal  situation.  Everyone  of  us  has  challenges  for  clear  Christian 
witness  among  our  fellow  men  every  day.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mellon 
will  need  help.  Whether  we  help  them  or  follow  their  inspiration 
in  ways  of  our  own,  we  can  do  our  part  and  get  a great  inner 
reward  out  of  doing  it.  That  reward,  my  friends,  is  “Peace  in 
our  hearts.” 

Let  us  pray: 

"Heavenly  lather,  help  us  to  realize  that  there  is  a lot 
that  each  one  of  us  can  do  in  our  daily  lives  to  extend  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  if  we  will  only  think  in  terms  of  help- 
ing others.  Help  us  to  think  earnestly  about  these  things 
and  to  realize  that  if  we  do  not  measure  up  to  the  proper 
standards  it  is  our  own  fault.  7here  is  plenty  that  each  one 
of  us  can  do  and  that  we  ought  to  do.  We  thank  7hee  for 
these  simple  truths.  Help  us  to  practice  them  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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